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Announcements

• March 11th - No class - Spring Break 

• March 18th - Egg Drop Contest 

• March 25th -  Collaboration Meeting #2 

• Presentation of status of the solutions to the Grand Challenge 
Problem.  Should include equations, mathematical solutions, etc. 

• Rough outline of poster.
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Poster Basics
• Size: 36” x 48” 

- Can choose either a portrait or a landscape orientation 

• Boiler-Plate Material 

- Title of Poster 

- Authors of Poster 

- Name of the Class (“SMU Honors Physics PHYS 4049 – Spring 2016”) 

- Logo of the Class 

- Acknowledgements
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A Good Poster …

• Has an introduction, explaining the aims of the poster 

• Supporting material to explain how the aims were met 

• A conclusion at the end, summarizing findings 

• Just like a research paper!
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A Good Poster
• Unlike a research paper... 

• A poster uses as few words as possible to convey information 

• A poster utilizes appropriate graphics that allow the poster presenters to point to things and walk 
their audience through their story 

• Visually... 

• Fonts are large and easily readable from many feet away  

• Pictures are large and crisp and clear (high-quality graphics) 

• Use of color is tasteful – appropriate to the design of the poster without being cluttering or 
distracting. Recall that color blindness affects 5-10% of males and about 1% of females. Don't rely 
only on color to make a point.
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Notice that there is a clear title, a list of authors/contributors 
and contact information. There is even  a little logo for the 
team! This helps to “brand” your work for reference later, 
when the poster is just hanging on a wall some place...
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There is an introduction. Rather wordy, but not the worst thing  
ever seen! Clearly explains the problem and aims of the research.
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A large eye-catching graphic 
can be used to explain how we 
defined “The Solar 
System” (just the 8 planets), 
with supporting calculations/ 
numbers below.
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You can even have a little fun with 
your graphics – just make sure that 
it helps support a real point that you 
are making. Humor is like salt – 
used appropriately, it improves the 
flavor of the dish. Used in excess, 
somebody is going to vomit or have 
a heart attack.
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Finally, remind the audience 
what you wanted them to know, 
what you figured out, and what 
its implications would be.  Cite  
references and thank supporting 
organization(s). 

We have a boiler-plate 
acknowledgement that you can 
start from and add to as 
appropriate
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Examples of Posters  
(Discussion)
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Typeset your math formulas, or hand-write them as graphics, so that the 
notation is crisp and clear to the reader. The above is unreadable gibberish.
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Field Trip 
(To the Wall of Honors!)
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Last Items
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Boiler Plate Stuff

• Course Logo

• Minimum acknowledgement:  
“We thank the SMU Honors Program for its support of academic excellence 
and creativity. We also thank the SMU Physics Department for funding our 
activities.”


