












17ASTROLOGY: SUPERSTITION OR SCIENCE?

HOROSCOPE MATCHING
If	astrology’s	central	claim	is	true,	then	astrologers’	forecasts	should	be	similar	to	each	other.	To	
test this, compare horoscopes from different sources for the same time frame. You can choose daily 
horoscopes	from	newspapers	and	websites	or	monthly	horoscopes	from	magazines.	

1	 Collect	horoscopes	from	at	least	three	different	sources	for	the	same	time	period.	

2	 Create	“flashcards.”	Without	reading	them,	cut	out	each	horoscope	and	glue	each	to	one	side	of	an	
index	card.	Write	the	zodiac	sign	that	matches	the	horoscope	on	the	other	side	of	the	card.	If	you	
are working in a group, one person could copy the horoscopes and the other group members could 
complete the remaining tasks.

3	 Match	the	horoscopes.	Looking	only	at	the	side	with	the	horoscope,	read	each	and	match	the	
horoscopes from each source with the most similar horoscopes from the other sources.

4 Turn the cards over. How did you do? 

5	 Draw	conclusions.	What	do	your	results	tell	you	about	whether	astrology	works?

TESTING ASTROLOGY

Fig. 7: 
Modern,	computer	generated	
astrological charts.
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WHAT’S MY SIGN?

Capricorn 
Jan 20 – Feb 16	

Leo 
Aug 10 – Sep 16

Aquarius  
Feb 16 – Mar 11	

Virgo 
Sep 16 – Oct 30

Pisces 
Mar 11 – Apr 18	

Libra 
Oct 30 – Nov 23

Aries 
Apr 18 – May 13	

Scorpio  
Nov 23 – Nov 29

Taurus  
May 13 – Jun 21

Ophiuchus  
Nov 29 – Dec 17

Gemini  
Jun 21 – Jul 20

Sagittarius  
Dec 17 – Jan 20

Cancer  
Jul 20 – Aug 10

SUN-SIGNS
Use this table to help you 
count the number of people 
born under each sign. 

Astrology claims that one’s 
personality is determined 
by the position of the stars 
and planets at the time of 
their birth. If this is true, 
then individuals should be 
able to identify which sign 
is theirs by an astrologer’s 
description alone. 

1	 Collect descriptions 
of personalities based 
on zodiac signs from a 
popular website or book 
on astrology. 

2	 Create “flashcards.” 
Copy each description 
on one side of an index 
card. Write the zodiac 
sign on the other side.

3	 Collect data. Ask at 
least 10 people to read 
each description and 
choose the one that they 
feel best matches their 
personality. Record 
their responses and 
their actual sign. 

4	 Examine your results. 
How many of your 
participants identified 
their sign correctly?

5	 Draw conclusions. What 
do your results tell you 
about whether astrology 
works?
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You have a need for other people to like and 
admire you, and yet you tend to be critical of 
yourself. While you have some personality 
weaknesses, you are generally able to 
compensate for them. You have considerable 
unused capacity that you have not turned to your 
advantage. Disciplined and self-controlled on the 
outside, you tend to be worrisome and insecure 
on the inside. At times you have serious doubts as 
to whether you have made the right decision or 
done the right thing. You prefer a certain amount 

of change and variety and become dissatisfied 
when hemmed in by restrictions and limitations. 
You also pride yourself as an independent thinker 
and do not accept others' statements without 
satisfactory proof. But you have found it unwise 
to be too frank in revealing yourself to others. At 
times you are extroverted and sociable, while 
at other times you are introverted, wary, and 
reserved. Some of your aspirations tend to be 
rather unrealistic. 
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