
Application for Status of Claimant
 

[Effective on Sunday, April 1st, 2007, replacing the previous version of the Application; the nature of the 
One Million Dollar Paranormal Challenge in regard to those to who may now apply, has now changed substantially.] 

This statement outlines the rules covering the offer made by this Foundation (JREF) concerning psychic, 
supernatural or paranormal claims. Since claims vary greatly in character and scope, specific rules must 
be formulated for each applicant. All applicants must agree to the rules set forth herein before any formal 
agreement can be entered into. Completing this form is mandatory; there are no exceptions to this rule. 

Applicant will declare agreement by signing this form where indicated before a notary public and returning 
the form to the James Randi Educational Foundation. Applicant must state clearly what is being claimed as the 
special ability upon which they wish to be tested, and test protocols must be agreed upon by both parties before 
any testing will take place. All tests must be designed in such a way that the results are self-evident, so that no 
judging or voting process is required. We do not design the protocol independently of the applicant, who must 
provide clear guidelines so that the test(s) may be properly designed and carried out. 

All applicants must clearly identify themselves properly before any discussion takes place. Applicants 
must supply the JREF with a proper postal mailing address, and an e-mail address – if one is available.

This offer is administered by the JREF, and no one may negotiate or make any changes, except as set forth 
in writing by James Randi (JR). All correspondence must be written, and will be answered, in English only, 
except that properly-prepared translations into English accompanied by certification of the qualifications of 
the translator, will be accepted. Upon properly completing this document and agreeing upon the test protocol, 
applicant will receive the application back, signed by JR. At that point, the applicant becomes eligible for the 
preliminary test, which, if successful, will result in the formal test. 

THE SIXTEEN OFFICIAL RULES GOVERNING THE JREF CHALLENGE: 

I, James Randi, through the JREF, will pay US$1,000,000 [One Million Dollars/US] to any person who can 
demonstrate any psychic, supernatural or paranormal ability under satisfactory observing conditions. Such 
demonstration must take place under the following rules and limitations:

1. This is the primary and most important of these rules: Applicant must state clearly in advance, and 
    applicant and JREF will agree upon, what powers and/or abilities will be demonstrated, the limits of 
    the proposed demonstration (so far as time, location and other variables are concerned) and what will 
    constitute both a positive and a negative result.

2. Only an actual performance of the stated nature and scope, within the agreed-upon limits, will be accepted. 
    Anecdotal accounts or records of previous events are not accepted nor considered.

3. We will consult competent statisticians when an evaluation of the experimental design is required. We 
    have no interest in theories nor explanations of how the claimed powers might work; if an applicant 
    provides us with such material, it will be ignored and discarded. 

4. Applicant agrees that all data (photographic, recorded, written, etc.) gathered as a result of the setup, the 
    protocol, and the actual testing, may be used freely by the JREF.
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5. After an agreement is reached on the protocol, no part of the testing procedure may be changed in any 
    way without the further agreement – in writing – of all parties concerned. JR may or may not be present at 
    some preliminary or some formal tests, but he will not interact with the materials used, nor with the 
    protocol, unless specifically requested to do so by the applicant.

6. In all cases, applicant will be required to perform a preliminary test either before an appointed representa-
    tive, if distance and time dictate that need, or in a location where a member or representative of the JREF 
    staff can attend. This preliminary test is to determine if the applicant is likely to perform as promised 
    during a formal test, using the agreed-upon protocol. To date, no applicant has passed the preliminary test, 
    and this has eliminated the need for formal testing in those cases. There is no limit on the number of times 
    an applicant may re-apply, but re-application can take place only after 12 months have elapsed since the 
    completion of the preliminary test.
 
7. All of the applicant’s expenses such as transportation, accommodation, materials, assistants, and/or all 
    other costs for any persons or procedures incurred in pursuit of the reward, are the sole responsibility of 
    the applicant. Neither the JREF nor JR will bear any of the costs. 

8. When entering into this challenge, as far as this may be done by established legal statutes, the applicant 
    surrenders any and all rights to legal action against Mr. Randi, and/or against any persons peripherally 
    involved, and/or against the James Randi Educational Foundation. This applies to injury and/or accident, 
    and/or any other damage of a physical and/or emotional nature, and/or financial and/or professional loss, 
    and/or damage of any kind. However, this rule in no way affects the awarding of the prize, once it is prop-
    erly won in accord with the protocol. 

9. At the formal test, in advance, an independent person will be placed in charge of a personal check from 
    James Randi for US$10,000. In the event that the claimant is successful under the agreed-upon terms and 
    conditions, that check shall be immediately surrendered to the claimant, and within ten days the 
    James Randi Educational Foundation will pay to the claimant the remainder of the reward, for a total of 
    US$1,000,000. One million dollars in negotiable bonds is held by an investment firm in New York, in the 
    “James Randi Educational Foundation Prize Account” as surety for the prize funds. Validation of this 
     account and its current status may be obtained by contacting the Foundation by telephone, fax, or e-mail.
 
10. Copies of this form are available free of charge to any qualified person who requests it, or it can be down
      loaded from the Internet, at http://www.randi.org/joom/challenge-info.html.

11. This offer is made by James Randi through the JREF, on the behalf of no other person, agency or organi-
      zation. Although others may become involved in the examination of claims and may add their reward 
      money to the total in certain circumstances, James Randi (via the JREF) will carry out the implementa-
      tion and management of the challenge. JREF will not entertain any demand that the prize money be 
      deposited in escrow, displayed in cash, or otherwise produced in advance of the test being performed. 

12. This offer is not open to any and all persons. Before being considered as an applicant, the person 
      applying must satisfy two conditions: First, he/she must have a “media presence,” which means having      
      been published, written about, or known to the media in regard to his/her claimed abilities or powers.   
      This can be established by producing articles, videos, books, or other published material that specifically    
      addresses the person’s abilities. Second, he/she must produce at least one signed document from an aca 
      demic who has witnessed the powers or abilities of the person, and will validate that these powers or 
       abilities have been verified.
 
13. An applicant can be from or in any part of the world, and gender, age, race, and educational background 
      are not factors for acceptance.

14. This prize will continue to be offered until it is awarded. Upon the death of James Randi, the administra-
      tion of the prize will pass into other hands, and it is intended that it continue in force. 



15. EVERY APPLICANT MUST AGREE UPON WHAT WILL CONSTITUTE A CONCLUSION THAT, 
      ON THE OCCASION OF THE PRELIMINARY OR THE FORMAL TEST, HE OR SHE DID OR DID 
      NOT DEMONSTRATE THE CLAIMED ABILITY OR POWER.

16. This notarized form must be accompanied by a brief, two-paragraph description of what will constitute 
      the demonstration. Upon a protocol being developed, that description may be extended.
 
PLEASE: Do not burden us with theories, philosophical observations, previous examples, anecdotal evi-
dence or other comments! We are only interested in an actual demonstration. 

NOTE: No special rules, exceptions, conditions, standards, or favors will be granted without the mutual 
agreement of all those concerned – in advance. Any applicant who refuses to agree to meet the rules as out-
lined here, will not be considered to have ever been an applicant. Only complete agreement with these rules 
will allow the “applicant” to become a “claimant.” Applicant, by signing, notarizing and submitting this form, 
signifies agreement with all of the above rules. Be advised that you should conduct proper and secure tests of 
your own to determine whether your abilities or claims are actually valid.
 
This application will be signed by JR and returned to the applicant by mail after a test protocol has been mu-
tually agreed upon, and a test date and location have been determined.
 
IMPORTANT: Only claims that can be verified by evidence under proper observing conditions will be ac-
cepted. Also, JREF will NOT accept claims of the existence of deities or demons/angels, the validity of exor-
cism, religious claims, cloudbusting, causing the Sun to rise or the stars to move, etc. JREF will also NOT 
test claims that are likely to cause injury of any sort, such as those involving the withholding of air, food or 
water, or the use of illicit materials, drugs, or dangerous devices. 
 
 
James Randi:

X
James Randi Educational Foundation
P.O Box 21652
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335-1652
U.S.A.
 
Notarized: 
 
 
 
 
 

X
(signature of applicant) 

Note:
Several applicants have suffered great personal embarrassment after failing these tests. I strongly advise 
you to conduct proper double-blind tests of any ability you believe you can demonstrate, before attempt-
ing to undergo testing for this prize. This has saved many applicants much time and work, by showing that 
the powers were quite imaginary on the part of the would-be claimant. Do not choose to ignore the need 
for such a precaution. This advice is offered only so that the applicant might be spared these problems. 


