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“I came into the room, which was half dark, and presently spotted Lord 
Kelvin in the audience and realized that I was in trouble at the last 
part of my speech dealing with the age of the earth, where my views 
conflicted with his. To my relief, Kelvin fell fast asleep, but as I came 
to the important point, I saw the old bird sit up, open an eye, and 
cock a baleful glance at me! Then a sudden inspiration came, and I said, 
'Lord Kelvin had limited the age of the earth, provided no new source 
was discovered. That prophetic utterance refers to what we are now 
considering tonight, radium!' Behold! the old boy beamed upon me.“

-Ernest Rutherford, recalling his lecture on radioactive energy and 
dating (1908)



Next Time

● Applications of Nuclear Physics
● Fission and Fusion

● Fundamental Particles and Interactions
● Harris: Ch. 11.7, 12.1-12.2

● We have just 4 lectures left
● the first 3 will be new material
● the last lecture (Apr. 29) will be a review 
and discussion of the final exam


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

